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I NTRODUCTTION

Tea Statistics 2003-2004 is the fiflieth issue of publication in the series
published by Tea Board, Kolkata. Encouraged by the response received
Jrom Tea Industry and Trade in respect of earlier publications allempts have
been made to incorporate up to dale and exhaustive information as Jar as
possible in this issue for use of Tea Industry and Trade.

Research worlkers, Economist as well as individuals, national and
international institutions have in the past found this publication very useful
Jor a systematic and scientific study relaling to tea industry and trade.
Hope this issue will carry this ohjective and prove il o be more useful.

Some of the tables have been reoriented according to the present need
and I hope this will be very much helpful for the users.

I place on record the appreciation for the contributions made by
Statistics Branch and thanks to those Officers and staffs for bringing out
this publication who have put in their valuable assistance and hard work in
accomplishing this task.

M Paramanantham

Statistician
Kolkata, July, 2006
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(x)
INDIA IN THE INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE

1. Introduction:

The calendar year 2003 ended with mixed featurc of whopping improvement in tea crop
and significant decline in export over 2002. However, the prices of tea sold at All Indian auction
registered a marginal improvement during 2003 over 2002. Consecutive decline in prices during
the last few years at Indian auctions put the Indian tea producers particularly the small growers
into difficulty. The poor health of the industry has become a cause of concern for the Tea
Industry, Tea Board and Government.

During the calendar year 2003, the all India tea production recovered {from the previous
year’s sctback to reach 878.13 M.Kgs as against 838.47 M.Kgs of last year and thereby
registering a gain of 39.66 M.Kgs over 2002. The increase in production of tea was contributed
by both the North and South Indian tea-growers to the extent ol 16.53 M.Kgs and 23.12 M.Kgs
respectively during 2003 over 2002, due to favourable climatic condition prevailed in both the
region. The North Indian tea outturn shows an improvement in the months of January, March,
April, May, August, October and December, whereas in the months of February, June, July,
September and November decline in production was noticed during the year 2003. At the close
of the year North Indian production stood at 648.28 M.Kgs as against 631.75 M Kgs of 2002.
The crop pattern in South India was a little erratic with losses in the months of January,
February, June and October and gains in the months of March, April. May, July, August,
September, November and December. At the end of the scason South Indian production stood at
229.85 M.Kgs as against 206.73 M.Kgs of 2002.

At the close of the calendar year 2003, Indian tea export witnessed a decline in both
volume and value, whereas the unit export price has registered an improvement over 2002, All
India export volume reached the level of 173.68 M.Kgs as against 201.00 M.Kgs. and the value
of export stood at Rs 1590.21 Crs as against Rs 1753.39 Crs in 2002. So the decrcase in both
quantum and value realization was to the extent of 27.32 M.Kgs and Rs 163.18 Crs respectively
over 2002. The major cause for the overall decline was decline in shipment to Iraq to the tune of
30.81 M. Kgs compared to last year. However, the unit export price has achieved a gain of Re.
4.33 per Kg. in 2003 over 2002. Annual average prices of all tea at Indian auction have shown a
marginal improvement of Re. 0.07 per kg or (.13 % during 2003 over 2002.

The global production of tea in the calendar year 2003 registered an increase compared 10
the level achicved in 2002, whereas the global exports shows a decline due to decline in exports
of tea from India, Vietnam, Kenya, Indonesia, Tanzania and Bangladesh etc. The International
prices of tea (in US$ term) at Auctions registered an increase in respect of tea sold at Indian,
Mombassa, Chittagong {Bangladesh) and at Limbe (Malawi) Auction. whereas the prices. of tea
sold at Colombo (Sri Lanka) and Jakarta (Indonesia) Auction registered a decline during 2003
over 2002.























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































