INTRODUCTION e

s

With the publication of the present issue ‘Tea Statistics’ steps into the ecighth year

of its life and we have every hope that it will be received with the same enthusiasm and

cordiality as its predecessors. Economists, Research Workers as well as individuals

and organisations interested in the study of the Tea Industry and Trade have found this

publication useful in the past. It has always been our sincere effort to make every
issue of this bulletin more useful than the one preceding it.

The object of the publication remains, as before, to present in a concise form detailed
information regarding different aspects of the Tea Industry and Trade in India as well as the
more important basic information regarding the position of tea in other important producing
and consuming countries of the World.

As before, the volume incorporates the latest statistical information relating to different
aspects of the Tea Industry and Trade available at the time of going to press. Some of the
figures are, therefore, necessarily incomplete or provisional. Figures have in most cases been
taken from sources generally regarded as authentic although in some cases less dependable
sources also have had to be drawn upon. Itis, however, hoped that the errors duec to such
limitations will not vitiate, to any considerable extent, the picture brought out by the figures
. incorporated in the publication. Nevertheless, suitable indications have been given, as far as
possible, in respect of figures that have to be treated as provisional.

The present issue contains 99 tables against 93 tables in the previous issue. Of the
six additional tables, four are in Part I (India) viz. Table No. 2 (ii) showing extensions, replant-
ings and replacements of tea area carried out during 1949-50 to 1959-60, Table No. 15 (e) giving
quantity of tea exported from North India and South India by months during 1957 to 1961,
Table No. 15 (f) showing exports of tea by ports in India and Table No. 27 (if) showing average
daily number of workers employed in Tea Industry in 1959 together with labour employed per
acre and production of tea per worker. The other two additional tables viz. Table No. 22
showing unit value per kg. of tea exported from India and Ceylon to different importing coun-
tries of the world during 1959-61 and Table No. 23 giving the share of tea in the total export
earnings from all commodities in India and Ceylon for 1951 to 1961 are included as new features
in Part II (International).

Besides these additional tables, 2 number of tables which were included in the last
issue have been enlarged so as to give a greater amount of information or information for a
larger number of years. Material for the next issue of the publication entitled “Tea Surveys"
is under preparation. Nevertheless, a table containing the most important items of information
collected through the Random Sample Surveys conducted by the Statistics Branch during the
year 1961 has been included in this publication as well.

Suggestions for improvement of this publication will be carefully considered,

P. R. SENGUPTA
Statistician.






Review of the Year 1961-62

LY
The year 1961 has been significant for the Tea Industry in many respects. Production
of tea reached an all-time record while exports also showed significant improvement over the
previous year.

Production: Total production of tea in India during 1961 was 353.5 m. kg. comparcd
to 321.1 m, kg. in 1960 and 326.0 m. kg. in 1959. Both North and South India produced record
crops during 1961 and total production in India was 32.4 m. kg. higher than in 1960 and
27.5 m. kg. more than in 1959, the previcus record year. North Indian crop was approximatelv
30.0 m. kg. in excess of 1960 crop and 174 m.kg. ahecad of 1959 crop whilst South India
recorded just over 2.4 m.kg. over 1960 and 10.1 m.kg. in excess of 1959. This spectacular
increase in production has been helped to some extent by favourable weather conditions.
Nevertheless, this creditable performance marks an eventful step towards achieving the targer
fixed for the Third Five Year Plan.

Sales : The total quantity of tea sold for export at Calcutta auctions during 1961-62
season was higher at 108.7 m.kg. against 98.3 m. kg. sold during 1960-61, The total quantity
sold for internal consumption at Calcutta in the same scason was 50.1 m. kg. compared to 9.0
m. kg. sold during the season 1960-61. The quantity sold at Cochin during 1961 was about 37.4
m, kg. against 32.1 m. kg. sold during 1960. At London auctions, 75.7 m. kg. of North Indian
teas and 15.6 m. kg. of South Indian teas were sold during 1961 against 59.9 m. kg and 169
m. kg. respectively during 1960.

Prices: The bumper crop during 1961 and the consequent larger offerings at the

auctions showed a downward trend in prices particularly at Calcutta and London auctions
but the prices realised were not by and large unfair.

The average price of export teas at Calcutta auction during 1961-62 scason was
Rs. 4.66 per kg. against Rs. 5.34 per kg. during 1960-61, Prices obtained by internal dusts
and internal leaf during 1961-62 were Rs. 4.63 and Rs. 3.56 per kg. against Rs. 5.09 and Rs, 4.29
per kg. respectively during 1960-61,

At Cochin, average prices obtained by export leaf, internal dusts and internal Icaf
during 1961 were Rs. 4.67, Rs. 4.45 and Rs. 4.45 per kg. against Rs. 4.70, Rs. 4.32 and Rs. 4.08
per kg. respectively during 1960.

_ The average price for North Indian teas sold at London auctions during 1961 was
10s-3.44d. per kg. against 10s-10.49d per kg. in 1960. The average price obtained by South
Indian teas was 85-6.27d against 85-9.90d per kg. in 1960.

Exports: Exports from India during 1961 showed an increase of about 10.1 m. kg,
in quantity and Rs. 3.6 crores in value compared with the previous year. Total exports of tea



( vi)

from India in 1961 came to about 205.2 m.kg. valued Rs. 124.6 crores compared to 195.1 m. kg.
valued at Rs. 121.0 crores in 1960. Although our expectation was for better performance in
the field of exports the position has not been on the whole unsatisfactory taking into account
the larger supplies from other producing countries like East Africa, Ceylon and Pakistan.

The total quantity and value of exports during 1961-62 (April-March} were 205.7 m. kg.
and Rs. 122.4 crores respectively against 199.0 m.kg. and Rs. 123.6 crores respectively during
1960-61 which means that there has been an increase by 6.7 m.kg. in our exports during
1961-62. The value of tea exported from India during 1961-62 on the other hand, has been
lower by Rs. 0.80 crores. The reason for decline in export earnings is the fall in prices of
tea at auctions in Calcutta and London as a result of increased production of tea in India and
other producing countries. This has been reflected in the unit value of exports during the
twelve months ending March, 1962 which has declined to Rs. 5.95 per kg. from 6.21 per kg.

in 1960-61.

Internal Consumption: Internal consumption of tea in India had risen steadily from
82.6 m.kg. in 1953-54 to 124.5 m.kg. in 1960-61. According to a tentative estimate, internal
consumption of tea in 1961-62 has reached a level of 136.1 m.kg.

World supply and absorption: According to the provisional estimate prepared by
the International lea Committee total world supply of tea during 1961 was 752 m. kg. while
total absorption was 739 m.kg. thus leaving a surplus of 13 m.kg.

This estimate is however, based on a production of 352 m.kg. and a consumption
124 m.kg. for India. Our estimate for production in India during 1961 is however higher by
about 1 m.kg. As for consumption, although no estimate of internal consumption for 1961
is yet available, it is presumed on the basis of past trends that consumption in 1961 will have
been of the order of 136 m.kg. Thus the total world supply will have exceeded absorption by
only 2 m.kg. At any rate, supply and absorption appear to be fairly balanced and there is
no possibility of any serious imbalance arising in the current year or the next.

Target during the Third Five Year Plan: Thc third five year plan envisages a
production of 900 m.1bs. (408 m.kg) and an export of 610 m.lbs. (277 m.kg) of tea by
1965-66. These targets are by no means beyond realisation. Total production of tea in
India during 1961 has increased to 354 m.kg. from 321 mkg. in 1960 and total exports from
India during 1961-62 i.e. the first year of the third plan period were 206 m.kg. against 199

m. kg. exported during 1960-61.

Various measures of direct assistance to the Tea Industry have been initiated by the
Tea Board with the object of increasing prodiction, improving quality and promoting exports.
The effective export duty on tea has also been reduced from 44 nP. to 10 nP. per kg with
effect from 24. 4. 62.

With all these various steps, there is every reason to hope that the industry will be
able to fulfil the third five-year plan targets of 900 m. Ibs. for production and 610 m. Ibs. for
exports.
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PARTL, INDI/A

(a) TEA INDUSTRY & TRADE

































































































































































































































































































































































































































