INTRODUCTION

The sixth issue of tea statistics entitled Tea Statistics—1959 is now ready and we have
every hope that economists, research workers as well as individuals and organizations
interested in the study of Tea Industry and Trade will find the present issue as wuseful and
interesting as in the past. The object of the publication remains, as before, to present in a
- concise form detailed information regarding different aspects of the Tea Industry and Trade in
India as well as the more important basic information regarding the position of tea in other
important producing and consuming countries of the world.

The sources of the information contained in this publication and the limitations to
which figures given in some of the tables are subject to more or less the same as in previous
years and it is not, perhaps, necessary to¢ mention them over again. Suitable indications
have, however, heen given as far as possible in the form of footnotes etc.

The present issue contains 89 tables againt 85 in the previous issue. Out of the 4
additional tables, 3 are in part I (India) and 1 is in part II (International). The relevant
tables are table No, 1 {iv) giving area and produciion of tea in North India and South India
classified under different revenue units and excise Zones, table No. 8 (b) giving monthly
offerings and sales of tea at Cochin auctions and table No. 15 (b) giving total exports of
tea from India during each month for the period 1954 to 1959 in part I. The other
additional table is table No. 23 giving minimum rates of daily wages for tea plantation
workers in Ceylon, Indonesia and East Africa etc in part I1.

A few tables which existed in the prévious issue of ‘Tea Statistics’ have also been
enlarged by including figures in respect of a larger number of years or by giving more
detailed breakdown by countries or tea-growing districts in India. Material for the next
issue of the publication entitled ‘Tea Surveys® is under preparation. Nevertheless, a table
containing the most important items of information collected through the random sample
surveys conducted by the Statistics Branch during the year 1959 has been included in this
publication as well.

Suggestions for imporvement of this publication will be thankfully accepted and
carefully considered.

AuGusTt, 1960, P. R. SENGUPTA
14, Brabourne Road, Statistician,

Calcutta-1.



: 1959

. The year 1959 has on the whole been a satisfactory year for the Tea Industry.
Although exports during the year were lower than those during 1958, prices obtained at
auctions were higher than in 1958 at both Calcutta and Cochin auctions except for
Darjeelings, Tippy Assams and a few other quality grades. Producers of common teas were
thus able to obtain better prices for their teas than in recent years in auctions both in India
and London.

Production : Estimated production of tea in India in 1959 was 719.7 m. lbs. com-
posed of 564.8 m. Ibs. in North India and 154.9 m. Ibs. in South India against a total of
717.0 m. 1bs. in 1958. Compared to 1958, production in North India was higher by 9.7 m.
Ibs. while production in South India was lower by about 7.0 m. Ibs. About 6.5 m. Ibs. out
of the total increase of 9.7 m. 1bs. in the production in North India is accounted for by
Dooars.

Sales : The total quantity of tea sold at Calcutta auctions during the season 1959-60
was about 321.0 m. 1bs, against 319.9 m. lbs. during the previous season. The quantity
sold at Cochin during 1959 was higher at 59.1 m. lbs. against 54.7 m. lbs. sold during 1958.
At London auctions, 184.0 m. Ibs. of North Indian teas and 33.8 m. lbs. of South Indian
teas were sold during 1959 against 145.1 m. 1bs. and 38.9 m. Ibs. respectively during 1958.

Prices : The average price for export teas at Calcutta auctions during 1959-60 was
Rs. 2.29 against Rs. 2.15 in 1958-59. Prices obtained by internal dusts and internal leaf
teas were Rs. 2.12 and Rs. 1.80 against Rs. 1.98 and Rs. 1.55 respectively in 1958-59,

At Cochin, average prices obtained by export leaf, internal leaf and dusts during 1959
were Rs. 2.19, Rs. 1.98 and Rs. 1.80 against Rs. 2.10, Rs. 1.92 and Rs. 1.56 respectively
during 1958.

The average price for North Indian teas sold at London auctions during 1959 was
45-10.07d against 4s5-10.92d in 1958, The average price obtained by South Indian teas was
3s-8.46d against 35-9.85d in 1958. The decline in the prices in 1959 as compared to 1958
is accounted for by the decline in the prices of quality teas on the one hand and the lower
export duty prevailing in 1958 on the other. As already mentioned, prices of common
teas were generally higher during this year than in 1958.



( i )

Exports : Total exports of tea from India during 1959 were 472.5 m. lbs. against
506.0 m. lbs, in 1958, The value of exports was Rs. 1264 crores against Rs. 136.5
crores in 1958, While the decline in total exports from India was thus 33.5 m.
ibs., the decline in our exports to U. K. was about 48.3 m. lbs.—from 330.9 m. Ibs. in 1958
to 282.6 m. Ibs, in 1959. Exports to U.S.A. declined from 25.5 m. Ibs. in 1958 to 23.7 m.lbs.
in 1959 and to Canada from 19.0 m. lbs. in 1958 to 16.0 m.lbs. in 1959. Exports to
Iran and Australia were also lower in 1959 than in 1958. There were, on the other hand,
increases in our exports to a number of important markets e.g. to Sudan from 14.0 m. Ibs.
to 23.6 m. Ibs., to U.S.S.R. from 253 m. Ibs. to 27.3 m. Ibs., to Irish Republic from
15.8 m. Ibs. to 16.4 m. Ibs., to West Germany from 4.3 m. lbs. to 5.6 m. 1bs., to Netherlands
from 2.8 m. Ibs. to 3.4 m, Ibs. and to Turkey from 8.2 m.1bs. to 10.5 m.lbs. A new
market to which a substantial quantity of tea was exported during 1959 is Iraq, exports
to this country during 1959 having been 3.7 m. lbs. against only 115 thousand lbs. in 1958.

The decline in our exports to UK. by 48.3 m. Ibs. in 1959 as compared to 1958 is
no doubt a matter for some concern. It may be noted, however, that it was not merely
India that suffered a shortfall in exports to U.K. during 1959. Total imports into U.K.
declined by nearly 70 m. lbs. from 588.3 m. lbs. in 1958 to 518.3 m. lbs. in 1959. As a
result of this decline in the total imports into U.K., the share of India declined from
325.8 m. 1bs. (55.4%, of the total) to 284.2 m. lbs. (54.8%, of the total) while the share of
Ceylon declined from 161.0 m. 1bs. (27.49,) to 137.5 m. 1bs. (26.5%). The share of Indonesia
also declined from 15.7 m. Ibs. (2.7%,) to 9.6 m. Ibs. (1.8%,) in 1958. On the other hand,
the shares of African countries e.g. Nyasaland, Tanganyika, Mozambique and Belgian
Congo as well as Formosa have recorded substantial increases over 1958.

The total quantity of tea exported from India during the period July 1959 to June
1960. was 458.2 m. lIbs. against 461.8 m. Ibs. during July 1958 to June 1959, Exports to
U.K. during July 1959 to June 1960 were 279.8 m. Ibs. against 297.0 m. lbs. during
1958-59 (July-June).

World supply and absorption : According to the estimates prepared by International
Tea Committee, total world supply of tea during 1959 was 1513 m. lbs. while total absorp-
tion was 1508 m. lbs.—thus leaving a nominal surplus of 5 m. Ibs. against a shortage of the
same order in 1958. It is possible that absorption in the producing countries, particularly
India, has been somewhat underestimated by the L.T.C. so that there may not really have
been any excess of supply over absorption in 1959, At any rate, it s clear that world
supply and absorption continue to be balanced.
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(a) TEA INDUSTRY & TRADE



1. (i) Production of Tea in India (excluding Kangra &

-~
Mandi) by months.
( Figures in thousand lbs. )
1952 1953 | 1954 1955
Month . : .. S
iN India | 8. India | Total |N. Indiai S, India! Total *N.India|$5. India| Total |N,India 5. India Total
| o . . I -
* I | N
{n ‘ 1) (22 : (°3) a1 | (3-2) 33y | &) (42) (4'3) (51) 5:2) (5°3)
January ‘ 6,226 | 6,226 7,301 | 7,301 6,401 | 6,401 8,268 - 8,268
February 6,955 | 6,955 5931 | 5931 5749 | 5,749 7,835 7,835
March 10,939 | 10,939 7,666 | 7,666 10,081 | 10,08) 9,214 ' 9,214
April 25711 | 15,043 | 40,754 | 21,690 | 12,609 | 34,299 | 15961 | 18,968 34,929 | 19,181 | 11,023 . 30,204
May 38,967 | 14,606 | 53,573 | 30,283 | 20,286 | 50,569 | 38,830 17,556 | 56,386 | 33,194 | 17,208 ! 50,402
June 63.838 | 9270 | 73,108 | 59,131 | 11,200 | 70,331 | 58,468 | 11,434 | 69,902 | 4,101 14,501 , 78,602
July 83,906 | 7,098 | 91,004 | 79,016 7,384 | 86,400 | 77,735 8,494 | 86,229 | 80,263 | 7724 : 87,987
August 87,495 | 52231 92,718 | 76,110 | 6,954 | 83,064 | 87,152 | 5,303 | 92,455 | 88,267 | 11,296 ' 99,563
September| 72,219 | 7,146 | 79,385 | 81,844 | 10,109 91,953 1 B9,929 | 11,319 {101,248 | 93,204 | 9,105 |102,30?
October 79.096 | 14,862 | 93,958 | 78,755 | 14,289 | 93,044 | B2,435 | 13,119 | 95,554 84,867 | 14,187 99,054
November | 47,426 | 9,357 | 56,783 | 45,783 | 9,256 | 55,039 | 51,994 | 9,348 61,342 62,736 | 10,932 ! 73,668
December | 8,352 | 7,211 | 15,563 | 12,274 ; 7,882 | 20,156 | 11,060 | 10,758 21,818 | 13,236 | 7,659 20,895
TOTAL (507,100 112,956 |619,966 484,886 | 120,867 605,753 5|3.564% 128,530 642,094 539,049 128,952 668,001
!
1956 \ 1957 1958 ! [959*
Month ‘_._ ‘ S
N. India | S. Indla | Tetal |N. India| S, India | Total |M. Indial 5. India | Total |M, India! 5. India | Total
m 6 ®2) | €3 | @D | @D | 7 | @) | @Y | @) @D | D 0 63
January 7.073 | 7,073 | 8,139 | 8139 9,961 ‘ 9,961 135 1 10,647 | 10,782
February 6,668 | 6,668 7,573 | 7,573 8,667 | 8,667 17 | 10,334 ; 10,351
March 9,062 | 9,062 ‘ ine1 i 1,6kl 15,080 | 15,080 2,608 | 10,978 ° 13,486
April £9,79] ' 10,083 | 29,874 . 19,559 | 13,404 | 32,963 16,366 | 19,438 | 35,804 | 17,924 | 9757 ! 27,681
May 34,973 | 20,222 | 55,195 | 26,646 | 16,746 | 43,392 | 38,603 | 21,703 | 60,306 | 34,009 | 24,229 | 58,238
June 70,601 | 12,116 | 83,717 | 65,197 © 15,313 | 80,510 | 53,655 | 16,407 ‘ 70,062 | 58,496 | 14,803 ' 73,299
July 81,277 7,494 | 88,771 | 80,612 | 9,534 ; 90,146 ' 91,178 7,759 | 98,937 & 88,304 | 7,889 | 96,193
August (100,586 | 8,877 |109,463 | 92,132 | 9,718 |101,850 | 94,415 | 9,927 |104,342 |100,833 | 8,763 109,596
September| 95,083 | 9,623 {104,706 | 93,893 | 16,389 |110,282 | 90,112 | 10,256 100,368 | 95863 . 15,775 111,638
Qctober 87.732 | 12,597 |100,329 90,604| 17,172 1107,776 101,836 16,197 IIB.033| 92.2I2‘ 15,013 (107,225
November| 47,583 | 12,441 | 60,024 | 47,906 | 13,799 : 61,705 ; 56,963 | 12,741 | 69,704 56,200 . 15773, 71,973
December | 1,428 | 10681 { 12,109 | 11,809 n.osz‘ 22,891 | 12,682 ' 9,562 | 22,244 ' i5,613 ‘ P1,021 | 26,634
— . ,‘ [N P 7;___7'.__ ‘,7__ e 4__|._ — —
TOTAL 540'054"1 126,937 | 666,991 LSZS,BSB ||50,430 |678.83B |555.810 157,698 i7l3,508 ‘562.2I4 ‘|IS4,382 ‘.7I7,096
| ! ! ! '

Note : The production figures upto 1958 in North India and South India are estimated by 1. T. Aand U. P. A, S. |,
respectively. The figures for |959 are the actual monthly preduction based on R. T. 3 returns received by the
Tea Board. Similar estimates of monthly production are not available for Kangra & Mandi.

* Provisional
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